Amiodarone-induced alveolar hemorrhage.
Amiodarone is increasingly prescribed for patients with ventricular and supraventricular tachyarrhythmias. Many adverse effects have been reported due to this drug and include injury to the liver, thyroid, cornea, skin, and neuromuscular system. Pulmonary toxicity is one of the more serious side effects of this anti-arrhythmic drug and is potentially fatal. Since the first case of amiodarone-induced pneumonitis was described in the early 1980s, amiodarone pneumonitis has been recognized as a distinctive and not uncommon form of drug-induced lung injury. On the other hand, amiodarone-induced pulmonary toxicity resulting in alveolar hemorrhage is rare. The authors report a patient with amiodarone-induced alveolar hemorrhage and review the literature.